Dodge Ram Van B350 Manual Workbook Vol. 2025, Issue 5

Dodge Ram Van B350 Manual Workbook

dodge ram van b350 manual is a term that resonates with enthusiasts and professionals alike,
particularly those interested in classic vans, vintage utility vehicles, or specific models suited for
customization and durability. The Dodge Ram Van B350, especially with a manual transmission,
holds a special place in the automotive world due to its rugged build, versatility, and nostalgic value.
Whether you're a collector, a mechanic, or someone seeking a dependable work van, understanding
the features, maintenance, and driving experience of the Dodge Ram Van B350 with a manual
gearbox is essential. This comprehensive guide explores everything you need to know about the
Dodge Ram Van B350 manual, from its history and specifications to maintenance tips and driving
nuances.

Overview of the Dodge Ram Van B350
Historical Context and Development

The Dodge Ram Van B350 was part of Dodge?s full-size van lineup, primarily produced during the
late 20th century. It was designed to serve multiple purposes, from cargo transport to camper
conversions, thanks to its spacious interior and robust chassis. The B350 designation indicates a
3/4-ton capacity, making it suitable for heavier loads and commercial applications.

During its production years, the Dodge Ram Van B350 was appreciated for its durability and
straightforward mechanical design. The manual transmission options, although less common than
automatics, appealed to drivers who preferred greater control and engagement on the road.

Key Features of the Dodge Ram Van B350

- Engine Options: Typically equipped with a 5.2L (318 cubic inches) or 5.9L (360 cubic inches) V8
engine.

- Transmission: Offered with a 4-speed manual transmission (sometimes a 5-speed in later
models).

- Drive Type: Rear-wheel drive (RWD).

- Capacity: Designed for heavy-duty use with a payload capacity of approximately 2,500 pounds.

- Design: Classic boxy shape with sliding side doors, high roof options, and customizable
interiors.

Understanding the Manual Transmission in the Dodge Ram Van B350
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Why Choose a Manual Transmission?

Manual transmissions are favored by enthusiasts for their simplicity, control, and engagement. In the
Dodge Ram B350, a manual gearbox enhances the driving experience, especially when hauling
heavy loads or navigating challenging terrains.

Advantages include:

- Greater control over power delivery.

- Usually more reliable and easier to repair.

- Better fuel economy in some cases.

- Enhanced ability to handle towing and load management.

Available Manual Transmission Options
Most Dodge Ram B350 models with a manual transmission feature:

- 4-Speed Manual Transmission: The most common option, providing straightforward gear ratios
suited for heavy-duty work.

- 5-Speed Manual Transmission: Less common but offers improved performance, fuel efficiency,

and lower engine RPM at highway speeds.

Compatibility depends on the model year and specific configuration. It's essential to verify the
transmission type when purchasing or restoring a Dodge Ram B350.

Driving Experience and Tips for the Dodge Ram B350 Manual
Driving Characteristics
The Dodge Ram Van B350 with a manual transmission offers a unique driving experience

characterized by:

- A more connected feel to the vehicle.

- Precise control over acceleration and deceleration.

- Better handling when carrying heavy loads.

- A somewhat demanding learning curve for drivers unfamiliar with manual gearboxes.

Due to its size and weight, the B350 requires attentive handling, especially in urban environments or
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tight spaces.

Driving Tips

- Starting on Inclines: Use the clutch smoothly and release the handbrake gradually to prevent
rollback.

- Shifting Gears: Shift early to avoid lugging the engine; listen for engine sounds to determine
optimal shifting points.

- Handling Load: When carrying heavy cargo, drive in lower gears to maintain control and prevent
transmission stress.

- Braking: Be mindful of increased stopping distances due to weight; anticipate stops early.

Maintenance and Repair of the Dodge Ram Van B350 with a Manual
Transmission

Regular Maintenance Tasks

Maintaining your Dodge Ram B350 with a manual transmission ensures longevity and optimal
performance. Key maintenance tasks include:

- Clutch Inspection and Replacement: The clutch is a wear item; inspect for slipping or difficulty
engaging gears.

- Transmission Fluid Changes: Use the manufacturer-recommended fluid type and change it at
intervals (typically every 30,000 to 60,000 miles).

- Linkage and Cables: Keep gear shifter linkages properly lubricated and adjusted.

- Engine Maintenance: Regular oil changes, air filter replacements, and spark plug inspections.

- Brake System: Given the vehicle's weight, ensure brake pads, rotors, and fluid are in top
condition.

Common Repairs and Troubleshooting

- Clutch Slippage: Often caused by worn clutch plates; may require replacement.

- Gear Grinding: Usually due to misadjusted linkage or worn synchronizers.

- Transmission Leaks: Check seals and gaskets; replace as necessary.

- Shifter Feel: A loose or stiff shifter may indicate linkage issues or need for lubrication.

Restoration and Customization of the Dodge Ram B350 Manual
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Many enthusiasts restore and customize the Dodge Ram B350, especially models with manual
transmissions. Popular modifications include:

- Upgrading the clutch and transmission components for better performance.
- Installing modern gear ratios for improved highway cruising.

- Custom interior and exterior modifications for aesthetic appeal.

- Swapping engines or adding performance parts for more power.

Finding Parts and Resources

- OEM Parts: Seek out original equipment manufacturer parts for authenticity.

- Aftermarket Suppliers: Many companies offer upgrades for clutch kits, transmission rebuild kits,
and more.

- Community Forums: Engage with Dodge B350 communities for advice, parts sourcing, and
restoration tips.

Where to Buy and Sell Dodge Ram B350 Manual Models

- Classic Car Dealers: Some specialize in vintage vans and trucks.

- Online Marketplaces: eBay Motors, Hemmings, and Craigslist often list B350 models.

- Specialty Auctions: Classic car auctions may feature well-preserved or restored B350s.
- Local Classifieds and Car Shows: Great for networking and finding parts or projects.

Conclusion

The dodge ram van b350 manual remains a legendary vehicle for its durability, classic design, and
engaging driving experience. Whether you're using it for work, restoration, or leisure, understanding
its mechanical nuances, especially the manual transmission system, is key to maximizing its
potential. Proper maintenance, careful driving, and community engagement will ensure your Dodge
Ram B350 with a manual gearbox continues to serve reliably for years to come. Embrace the
timeless appeal of this vintage van, and enjoy the control and satisfaction that comes with driving a
true manual transmission vehicle.

Dodge Ram Van B350 Manual: An In-Depth Review
The Dodge Ram Van B350 Manual stands as a classic example of utility and durability in the

full-size van segment. Known for its robust build, straightforward transmission, and versatile design,
the B350 model has garnered a dedicated following among commercial users, camper enthusiasts,
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and those seeking a dependable work vehicle. This review delves into the various aspects of the
Dodge Ram Van B350 with a manual transmission, providing a comprehensive understanding of its
features, performance, advantages, and areas for improvement.

Introduction to the Dodge Ram Van B350

The Dodge Ram Van B350 is part of Dodge's full-size van lineup, primarily produced from the late
1970s through the early 2000s. Its B350 designation indicates a three-quarter-ton capacity, making
it suitable for heavy loads and demanding tasks. The manual transmission option, often a 4- or
5-speed gearbox, appeals to drivers who prefer greater control over their vehicle and enjoy the
tactile engagement of a manual setup.

This model has become iconic among fleet operators, tradespeople, and DIY enthusiasts due to its

rugged construction and straightforward mechanics. While it may lack the modern amenities of
newer vans, its simplicity and ease of maintenance have kept it relevant for decades.

Design and Build Quality
Exterior and Interior Design
The Dodge Ram Van B350's design is utilitarian, emphasizing function over form. Its boxy shape
maximizes interior space, facilitating cargo capacity and ease of access. The large sliding or hinged
doors on the sides and rear enhance loading and unloading, making it ideal for commercial
applications.
The interior prioritizes practicality:

- Durable vinyl or rubber flooring

- Simple dashboard layout with essential gauges

- Spacious cargo area with minimal frills

- Seating arrangements vary from single bench seats to multiple rows for passenger versions

While the design may seem dated compared to modern vans, it exudes a classic charm appreciated
by enthusiasts.

Build Quality and Durability

The B350's construction is renowned for toughness:
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- Heavy-gauge steel body panels
- Reinforced chassis designed to handle heavy loads
- Simple, robust suspension systems that favor durability over comfort

This focus on ruggedness ensures longevity, with many units surpassing hundreds of thousands of

miles with proper maintenance. However, the simplicity sometimes translates into a rough ride,
especially when fully loaded.

Engine and Performance

Engine Options

The Dodge Ram Van B350 was typically equipped with:
- A 5.2-liter (318 cu in) V8 engine
- A 5.9-liter (360 cu in) V8 engine (in later models)

- Diesel variants, such as the 5.9L Cummins turbo-diesel (on some models and special versions)

These engines are known for their torque and reliability. The V8 engines provide ample power for
hauling heavy loads and towing, especially when paired with the manual transmission.

Transmission and Driving Experience
The manual transmission options, usually 4- or 5-speed, offer a direct and engaging driving

experience:

- Better control over power delivery, especially in hilly or off-road conditions
- Increased fuel efficiency compared to automatic counterparts (though still modest)
- Easier to repair and maintain due to simpler mechanics

Driving the B350 with a manual transmission requires some skill but rewards the driver with a sense
of connectedness to the vehicle. The gear ratios are designed to optimize torque delivery, making
acceleration from a standstill smooth and towing manageable.

Pros of manual transmission in B350:

- Enhanced control in challenging terrains or heavy loads
- Potentially better fuel economy
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- Lower initial purchase price and maintenance costs
Cons:
- Steeper learning curve for some drivers

- Less convenient in stop-and-go urban traffic
- Limited availability of new models with manual options

Interior Features and Comfort

The Dodge Ram Van B3507s interior is minimalistic, focusing on durability over luxury. This can be
an advantage or disadvantage depending on user needs.

Features include:
- Basic dashboard with essential gauges (speed, fuel, temperature)
- Manual windows and locks
- Simple heating and cooling systems

- Minimal sound insulation, leading to higher noise levels

For commercial users, this simplicity reduces maintenance costs and enhances reliability. For
personal or recreational use, some owners retrofit interiors with modern amenities.

Comfort considerations:
- Seating is basic but ample
- Suspension can be stiff, leading to a rough ride

- No advanced infotainment systems in original models

Despite modest features, the B350's spacious cabin and sturdy construction make it suitable for
modifications, such as camper conversions or customized work vans.

Cargo Capacity and Versatility

One of the B350's standout features is its cargo capacity:

- Payload capacities often exceed 2,000 pounds
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- Interior volume can reach up to 350 cubic feet depending on configuration
- Multiple roof height options available for increased storage

This versatility allows users to adapt the van for various purposes:

- Cargo transport

- Camper conversions

- Mobile workshops

- Passenger shuttles (with appropriate seating modifications)

The manual transmission does not hinder cargo capacity but requires skillful driving when fully
loaded or descending steep grades.

Maintenance, Reliability, and Cost of Ownership

The Dodge Ram Van B350 is celebrated for its straightforward mechanics, which simplifies
maintenance:

- Easy access to engine components
- Mechanical parts are widely available and affordable
- Durable drivetrain components that withstand heavy use

Common maintenance tasks include:

- Regular oil changes and fluid checks

- Inspection of the clutch and transmission linkage
- Brake system maintenance

- Suspension and steering components checks

Reliability-wise, many units have exceeded 200,000 miles with routine care. The simplicity of the
manual transmission and engine design reduces repair costs compared to more complex modern
vehicles.

Potential issues:

- Rust, especially in older models and in regions with harsh winters
- Worn-out suspension bushings
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- Electrical system quirks

Overall, the B350 offers a low cost of ownership, especially appealing to small business owners and
hobbyists.

Pros and Cons Summary

Pros:

- Rugged and durable construction

- Simple, reliable mechanical systems

- Manual transmission offers greater control and potential fuel savings
- Large cargo capacity and versatile configurations

- Easy to maintain and repair

- Good value for budget-conscious buyers

Cons:

- Outdated design and interior features

- Rough ride due to stiff suspension

- Limited driver comfort and amenities

- Noisy cabin, especially at highway speeds

- Limited safety features compared to modern vans

- Scarcity of new models with manual transmission options

Conclusion and Final Verdict

The Dodge Ram Van B350 Manual remains a stalwart choice for those who prioritize durability,
simplicity, and control. Its manual transmission, combined with its heavy-duty build, makes it an
excellent vehicle for towing, cargo hauling, or custom conversions. While it may not appeal to drivers
seeking luxury or modern technology, its reliability and straightforward mechanics are significant
advantages for budget-conscious users or enthusiasts willing to embrace its utilitarian nature.

For anyone considering a B350 with a manual gearbox, it is essential to assess the vehicle's
condition, especially rust and mechanical wear. With proper maintenance, these vans can serve
reliably for many years. Whether used as a workhorse, camper, or hobby project, the Dodge Ram
Van B350 with manual transmission offers a timeless blend of toughness and practicality that
continues to impress decades after its inception.
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QuestionAnswer How do | manually operate the sliding door on a Dodge Ram B350 Van? To
manually operate the sliding door on a Dodge Ram B350 Van, locate the internal latch mechanism
and disengage the electronic lock if engaged. Then, gently slide the door open or closed by hand,
ensuring no obstructions are in the track. Where can | find the manual transmission specifications
for a Dodge Ram B350 Van? The manual transmission specifications for a Dodge Ram B350 Van
are available in the vehicle's owner?s manual or service manual, typically detailing gear ratios,
clutch specifications, and shift pattern information. Is a manual transmission available for the Dodge
Ram B350 Van, and how do | identify it? While older models of the Dodge Ram B350 Van came
with manual transmissions, most later models are automatic. To identify if your van has a manual
transmission, check the gear shift lever for a clutch pedal and gear pattern, or refer to the vehicle's
build sheet or VIN details. What common problems occur with the manual transmission in a Dodge
Ram B350 Van? Common issues with the manual transmission in a Dodge Ram B350 Van include
clutch wear or failure, difficulty shifting gears, gear slipping, and transmission fluid leaks. Regular
maintenance can help prevent these problems. How do I troubleshoot shifting issues in my Dodge
Ram B350 Van's manual transmission? Start by checking the clutch pedal free play, clutch fluid
level, and transmission fluid condition. If shifting is stiff or grinding occurs, it may indicate clutch
wear or linkage problems. Consulting a mechanic for a detailed inspection is recommended. Can |
upgrade my Dodge Ram B350 Van from an automatic to a manual transmission? Converting a
Dodge Ram B350 Van from automatic to manual transmission is complex and costly, requiring
compatible parts, wiring, and possibly modifications to the drivetrain. It's generally more practical to
purchase a vehicle equipped with a manual transmission if desired. Where can | find a repair
manual for the Dodge Ram B350 Van with a manual transmission? Repair manuals for the Dodge
Ram B350 Van with a manual transmission can be found through authorized Dodge service
manuals, Haynes or Chilton manuals, or online repair databases like Alldata or Mitchelll. Are there
any specific maintenance tips for the manual transmission on a Dodge Ram B350 Van? Yes, regular
clutch inspection, ensuring proper transmission fluid levels and quality, and avoiding riding the clutch
are key maintenance tips. Periodic fluid changes as recommended by the manufacturer can also
prolong the lifespan of the manual transmission.
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